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Needed: Parental Spiritual Leadership  
1 Thessalonians 2:7–12 (NIV) — (7) but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for 
her little children. (8) We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only 
the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. (9) Surely you 
remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden 
to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. (10) You are witnesses, and so is God, of 
how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. (11) For you know that we 
dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, (12) encouraging, comforting and 
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.  

I) We Need A Mother’s Love 
2 Timothy 2:24–25 (NIV) — (24) And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be 
kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. (25) Those who oppose him he must gently 
instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the 
truth,  
1 Corinthians 13 (NIV) — (1) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. (2) If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. (3) If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 
but have not love, I gain nothing. (4) Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. (5) It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. (6) Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. (7) It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (8) Love never fails. But where there 
are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. (9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part, (10) but when 
perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. (11) When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind 
me. (12) Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. (13) And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  

II) We Need A Father’s Love  
1 Corinthians 16:13 (NIV) — (13) Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; 
be strong.  
Hebrews 3:12–14 (NIV) — (12) See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 
heart that turns away from the living God. (13) But encourage one another daily, as long as it is 
called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. (14) We have come to 
share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.  


